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The purpose of the Oat Newsletter was to supplement the 
Uniform Nursery reports by providing short research updates, 
meeting information, community information, and reports from 
oat research stations concerning yields, disease outbreaks, etc..  
 
Three basic types of information are included in the Newsletter: 
 
• The minutes and proceedings of the National Oat Conferences 

(later the AOWC), as well as other meetings, 
 

• Short articles presenting research updates or announcements 
of new varieties or technologies, 

 
• Announcements from the community concerning its members. 
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From Volume 19, 1968 

Jay:  
 Avon // Rodney / Milford /11/ Noble / CIav 6975 /9/ Mo.06328 /8/ CIav 8454 /7/ Otee 
/6/ Clintford /5/ Roxton, Victoria, Hajira, Banner / Ajax, Victoria, Hajira, Banner // 
Clinton59 *7/ Landhafer /3/ PI 183989 / Putnam /4/ Clintford / 10 / Allen // Noble / Stout 
/4/ Lang /3/ Noble*2 / IowaX434-II // Stout / NY5832-4*2 / 12 / Iowa H728 
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 The Oat Newsletter expanded over the years, with increasing 
numbers and types of contributions, many coming from outside 
the United States.   
 The conference name was changed to the “American Oat 
Workers Conference” at the meeting in 1974 and a separate 
International Oat Conference was established in 1982. 
  

From Volume 31, 1980 



In 1998, the Oat 
Newsletter went online, 
hosted by the USDA on 
the GrainGenes website. 



Since the mid-1990’s, however, the Oat Newsletter has been 
in decline.  There are a number of reasons for this, including 
greatly reduced costs for long distance phone calls and the 
advent of e-mail. 
 
This, plus our heavy use of the Internet, has led to the 
expectation that communication should be instantaneous. 
 
It has also become relatively easy to set up a website. 





So why continue with the Oat Newsletter? 
 
 E-mail and telephone calls may function well to keep smaller 
groups of people together, but do not allow for input from 
outside the group.  Separate websites are useful at the time, but 
they can disappear or become hard to find again after a period of 
time. 
 Fewer people work solely on oats and many are unable to 
attend oat conferences or meetings. There is still a need to 
discuss project options, share preliminary information, and keep 
each other updated concerning a myriad of things, including 
personal stories.  
 
What we need, though, is something more timely and interactive. 
 

(Something like an ongoing, virtual conference….) 





Jeg snakker ikke norsk, men jeg kan bruke Google Translate:   



Facebook and other social media sites have their place (we are 
using Twitter for this conference), but none are really suitable for 
our needs, mostly because they are not completely accessible, 
nor are they structured to provide access to the different kinds of 
content we have to share. 
 
There are also issues with content ownership on social media 
sites. 

Lucky for us, there have been quite a few advances in web design 
that can help us customize our own site. 
 
Lucky for us, too, that the folks at GrainGenes have been keeping 
up with the technology! 



Oat Global is the new portal on GrainGenes for oat-related 
databases and information, including the new Oat Newsletter. 



oatnews.org  (also oatnews.com) 
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The “reponsive” theme 
means that the site is also 
easy to view on a tablet 
or mobile phone. 





(each issue is searchable) 



(Hall of Fame) 





Conferences and meetings 
 
The next American Oat Workers Conference will be held July 13-16, 2014, in Ottawa, Canada.  For information, go 
to http://aowc.ca or follow us on Twitter @AOWC2014, #AOWC2014. 
 
Proceedings and information from past AOWC meetings can be found here. 
 
The next International Oat Conference will be held in St. Petersburg, Russia, in the summer of 2016. 
 
Proceedings and information from past IOC meetings can be found here. 
 
(Add other meetings if receive notices) 

http://aowc.ca


Instructions for contributors: 
 
Please use the submission form below, etc., etc….. 

Example of submission form for the oat newsletter: 
  
(All abstracts for formal AOWC or IOC meetings should be submitted according to the instructions provided by 
the local conference organizers.) 
  
Name*  ______________________________________ 
Affiliation*  ______________________________________ 
Address  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
  ______________________________________ 
E-mail* ______________________________________ 
  
Type of submission (check box): 
  
 Research update/Description of new project/Request for collaborators 
 Industry update/Press release 
 Notice of variety release 

 I would like to include the pedigree(s) in POOL (link to POOL upload form) 
 Notice of genotype/phenotype data submission (link to Oat Global upload form) 
 Notice of upcoming event 
 Meeting minutes/proceedings 
 Other community news 
 Photos for gallery 

  
 

(text) 







 
Draft resolutions related to oat newsletter, to be put forth at the Business Meeting of the AOWC, 2014: 
 
Be it resolved that the description of the Oat Newsletter as outlined in the Statement of Purpose of the 
AOWC be altered to read as follows: 
 “The American Oat Workers Conference shall sponsor an on-line Oat Newsletter at the web address 
“oatnews.org”, which will direct users to a newsletter portal to be maintained by the USDA/GrainGenes. 
Members of the Conference are encouraged to submit information about their current research programs 
to the Editor of the Oat Newsletter. The Newsletter shall also serve as a vehicle of publication for the 
minutes of the business meetings of the Conference and of the American Oat Workers Conference 
Committee as well as for Committee Reports and other Conference notes. Abstracts of papers presented 
at the AOW Conference shall also be published in the Newsletter, but the publication of full reports will be 
encouraged following each conference. Contributions from other conferences will be encouraged so as to 
promote the dissemination of oat research information and news. An Oat Newsletter Editorial Committee 
of researchers and at least one industry rep is to be appointed by the AOWC Chair.” 
       
Be it resolved that back issues the Oat Newsletter be made available online at the new Oat Newsletter 
site. 
 
Be it further resolved that we thank Mark Sorrells for providing a full set of back issues and PepsiCo for 
sponsoring the digitization of these back issues. 
 
Be it resolved that the wording of the citation policy for the Newsletter be revised to read as follows: 
 “Please contact the corresponding author before citing or linking to any article in the online 
newsletter. Newsletter reports are often preliminary works, and the author may be able to provide more 
up-to-date references.”        
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